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ACTION DEPARfMENT SECTO 12, INFORMATION VIENTIANE PRIORITY 
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. PAR IS PASS USRO 
LIMITED DISTRIBUTION- S/S 

FGL BASED QN UNCLEARED MEMCON SECRET ARY-GROMYKO CONVERSATION 
SEPT 25 . 

SECRETARY RAISED PROBLEM LACK OF COOPERATION BY NORTH VIETNAM 
AND PATHET LAO WITH ICC AND RLG RE WITHDRAWAL FOREIGN MIL IT ARY" 
PERSONNEL UNDER GENEVA AGREEMENT . POINTED OUT US VERY CONCERNED' 

About situation and expressed hope all parties, and especially 

USSR AS ONE OF CO-CHAIRMEN, WOULD DO EVERYTHING TO INSURE 
WITHDRAWAL BY OCT DATE AS PROVIDED IN AGREEMENT. STRESSED 
THERE WOULD BE NO PROBLEM AS REGARDS WITHDRAWAL US PERSONNEL 
BUT THERE WOULD BE SEVERE PROBLEMS IF US WERE TO WITHDRAW ITS 
PERSONNEL AND OTHERS FAILED WITHDRAW THEIRS. 


GROMYKO TOOK LINE SOV GOVT AS WELL AS NORTH VIETNAM AND 
PATHET LAO INTENDED SEE GENEVA AGREEMENT FULFILLED. CONTENDED 
SOV GOVT HAD INFO FOREIGN MILITARY PERSONNEL HAD NOT BEEN 
WITHDRAWN FROM TROOPS UNDER PHOUMI AND US AS WELL AS OTHER 
SEXTO MEMBERS STILL SHIPPING EQUIPMENT TO THOSE TROOPS. WHILE 
THIS INFO NOT YET VERIFIED IT APPEARED BE CORRECT AND SITUATION 
COULD LEAD TO OTHER SIDES TAKING SIMILAR ACTION AND TO COLLAPSE 
GENEVA AGREEMENT. ASSERTED USSR STILL STOOD BY ITS POSITION 
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-2- SECTO 12, SEPTEMBER 25, 10 PM, FROM: NEW YORK 

^ V ^fmwa lNDEPENDENT AN P NEUTRAL LAOS AS ENUNCIATED BY KHRUSHCHEV 

SECRETARY MApp CLEAR BE WAS NOT AT THIS TIME ASCRIBING TO USSR 
OR ANY OTHER PARTY BAD FAITH BUT POINTED OUT EVEN MEMBERS OF " 

mSwV/ 7 <r 0ULD not ascertain facts as result SOUPHANAVQNG»S 

UNWILLINGNESS ADMIT THEM TO TERRITORY UNDER PATHET LAO CONTROL 

STATED WHATEVER SUPPLIES WERE BEING SENT BY US TO LAOS WERE^’ 

SHIPPED WITH FULL KNOW. EDGE OF SOUVANNA PHOUMA AND DIRECTED 

AT LATTER«S REQUEST, TO TRIBES SUBJECT PATHET LAO ATTACKS. * 

BE ITERATED IMPORTANCE OF BOTH SIDES MAKING SURE THAT FOREIGN 

5^'JARY PERSONNEL BE WITHDRAWN BEFORE GENEVA AGREEMENT ACTUALLY' 
V I uuATEDa 


GROMYKO CONTENDED SECRETARY »S REMARKS ONLY CONFIRMED US ACTING 

IN CONTRAVENTION GENEVA AGREEMENT AND REITERATED HIS CLAIM THAT 

PATHET LAO AND NORTH VIETNAM FAVOR IMPLEMENTATION THAT AGREEMENT 

ASSERTED NO NORTH VIETNAM "UNITS” WERE LOCATED IN LAOS AND NcW 

RLG HAD NOT MADE ANY CpMPLAINTS NOR HAD QUINIM WITH WHOM HAD ; ' 
TALKED IN NEW YORK* 
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SECRETARY POINTED OUT SOV AIRLIFT TO LAOS AS WELL AS SHIPMENT OF 
SUPPLIES BY LAND FROM NORTH VIETNAM WERE CONTINUING, EXPRESSED 
SURPRISE GROMYKO CLAIMED NO VIET MINH PERSONNEL LOCATED IN 
LAOS SINCE SOV REPS IN PREVIOUS CONVERSATIONS HAP NEVER MADE 
SUCH CLAIM, GROMYKO OBSERVED THAT IF US REGARDED SEVERAL 
SPECIALISTS AS CONSTITUTING MILITARY UNITS THEN SOV GOVT 
AND US GOVT HAD DIFFERENT APPRAISAL OF THIS MATTER, COMPARED 
ARGUMENT ABOUT THIS POINT TO ARGUMENT WHEN TREES CONSTITUTE FOREST 

SECRETARY RESPONDED HE WANTED TO MAKE SURE THAT SITUATION 

BE NOT CREATEp WHERE ONE US MILITARY PERSONNEL WOULD BE REGARDEP 

AS FORpST WHEREAS SEVERAL THOUSANDS NORTH VIETNAMESE PERSONNEL' 
WOULD BE REGARDED AS A TREE. - 
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DEPT IN ITS DISCRETION RPT TO OTHER POSTS. 
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NOTE* RELAYED TO WHITE HOUSE 
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